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[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]As we gather here today, I would like to bring to your attention a pressing matter that affects us all. The issue of tax evasion by individuals and companies in the UK. This is not just a financial issue, but a moral one that threatens the very fabric of our society.

Firstly, let's define what taxes and tax evasion really are. A tax is a compulsory financial charge imposed on a taxpayer by a governmental organization in order to fund government spending and various public expenditures. They have existed for hundreds of years in the UK - since 1643 during the reign of King Charles II and the English Civil War. Since then, the practice of tax evasion has also existed and persisted, as individuals and companies have sought ways to keep their own riches. During the early days of taxation, tax evasion was likely motivated by a desire to keep more of one's wealth and resources. Today, tax evasion is often motivated by the same desire, but has also grown into a much larger and more sophisticated practice, with some individuals and companies dedicating significant resources and effort towards avoiding taxes. In some cases, tax evasion has become something of a family tradition, passed down from generation to generation. Despite increased efforts to crack down on tax evasion, it remains a pervasive problem, and one that continues to challenge governments and societies around the world.

Being a political and financial enthusiast (or nerd) for many years, I can safely say that taxes actually help us. The truth is, as much as we love earning money, we really hate having it taken away. However, I profoundly believe that this is the price we pay for a functioning society and a dreamy oasis of a highly developed country. Yet, it is disheartening to see that some individuals and companies don’t seem to share this vital responsibility.

Take, for instance, the issue of private schools in the UK. Did you know that there are only around 3,000 private schools in the UK? This is almost nothing when compared to the 35,000 public schools that are available for free and are funded by taxes. These private institutions, when combined, earn around 240 to 600 billion pounds annually and don’t pay a single penny in taxes, all because they fall under the “charitable company” status. This means that, on average, the UK misses out on half a trillion pounds in unpaid taxes every year!

The fact that private schools earn such huge amounts of money, yet don’t pay taxes is even more infuriating when you consider the treatment of teachers. On average, private schools could give each teacher a salary of a million pounds a year, and still have 20 million pounds left for profit! Yet, this isn’t the reality for teachers who unfortunately have to strike just to earn a tiny fraction of this amount.

Have you ever entered a classroom with a sense of dread, thinking to yourself, “Oh no, not this teacher again!”? It's a common scenario, but it doesn't have to be. Realistically, no one cares about how much teachers are paid, and even teachers themselves recognise this. However, by providing adequate funding for teacher training and ensuring that teachers have the time and resources to recharge, we can help prevent burnt-out educators and create a more positive learning environment. Imagine walking into a lesson feeling eager and excited, with a teacher who is well-prepared and full of energy. This is what can be achieved with the proper support. So, let's make a change, and invest in our teachers and our education.

Can you imagine the impact that half a trillion could have on the country's infrastructure and services? With this amount of money, the NHS could triple their budget or even more, and the UK’s GDP could see a significant increase, propelling us from the 6th largest economy in the world to the 2nd.

According to a study done by the government, tax evasion costs the country over $100 billion every year. This is money that could be used to improve our healthcare system, build better infrastructure, and provide better education. But instead, it's being taken away from the people who need it most, by those who choose to evade taxes. The numbers don't lie, tax evasion has real consequences on the lives of real people.

The fact is, tax evasion not only impacts the functioning of our society but also widens the dystopian gap between the rich and the poor. When people and companies don’t pay their fair share of taxes, it creates an uneven playing field and puts a strain on the resources that the rest of us rely on. A recent study showed that 90% of people with a higher salary were more likely to evade taxes, truly defining the meaning of “make the rich richer and the poor poorer”.

I recall a story about a poor young girl from a low-income family who had to drop out of school because her family could not afford the fees. This is just one example of how tax evasion affects our society and its citizens. We must ensure that everyone plays their part and contributes to the greater good. It is YOUR responsibility to pay taxes and to make sure your children have the great education they deserve to have.

You might think that taxes are just a silly money-grabbing scheme, but consider this: How are you able to sit in a well-equipped school and receive an education? How are you able to receive medical treatment from trained professionals when you fall ill? How do you feel safe walking the streets, knowing that the police are there to protect you? The answer is simple: taxes. Without taxes, none of these crucial services would be able to function. I know for sure that the police wouldn't endure years of violent trauma without being paid. I know that surgeons in the NHS would not even try to overcome their fear of a lot of blood without receiving compensation. I know that teachers wouldn't be able to endure the stress they get from noisy children for free. Taxes play a crucial role in keeping these vital services running, so next time you think about this, think about the value you receive from these services that are made possible by taxes.

As a community, it is our responsibility to ensure that everyone pays their fair share of taxes, and it's your responsibility to make sure your country stays great. We must hold individuals and companies accountable and work together to make a fairer and more just society. This is not just about collecting taxes, it’s about creating a level playing field where everyone has the opportunity to succeed and thrive, including you and the generation after, your children.

In conclusion, tax evasion is not just a financial issue but a moral one. The fact that private schools earn so much money yet don’t pay taxes, and that teachers are not paid a fair wage, highlights the stark reality of such a shameful situation. Let us come together and create a society where everyone plays their part and contributes to the greater good. A society where no child has to drop out of school because their family can't afford it. A society where the NHS can provide the best possible care for all. A society where we can all thrive and prosper.

Thank You.
